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Thousands of spectators 
wonder… Is New ACCUTE 

Member at Large a 

Human Disco 
Ball??? 

Shock ing  Scenes  of  Nud i ty  as  the  ACCUTE 
P lenary  Address  g ives  way  to   

Guest Speaker Lee Edelman (below left, with a sober [?] Lynne 
Evans) could not have imagined that his lecture “Learning Nothing” 
would actually lead to “Wearing Nothing”—or at least, considerably 
less than was expected.  But the pictures tell all… 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Revelers made way 
for Nicola “I Love the 
Nightlife” Nixon to 
take centre stage in 
her stunning metal 
dress at Monday 
night’s infamous 
shindig.  Many won-
dered whether the 
“dress” was more—or 
less—than met the 
eye: was it, in fact, 
the new Exec Mem-
ber’s own skin and is 
she, in fact, a 
“Human Disco Ball”?  
While many tried to 
get close enough for 
a tell-tale grope, only 
out-going (in more 
ways than one) Sec-
Treas Karen Mac-
farlane (below) got 
the full tickle.  “Sure 
it’s a fabby dress,” 
McF allowed, “and 
sure we told people 
to glam it up, but the 
bi*&*ch is stealing my 
limelight.” There can 
be only one disco 
diva here, and I’M 
IT!” 

--Reuters 

 

While some are dying 

to know the real Craig 
Patterson, ACCUTE’s 

new Sec-Treasure, 
others wonder… 

Would you pay 
your 

membership 
dues to this 

man? 
 

 

 

Do you have news you think the 

Enquirer should know?  Well, don’t 
send it to us.  We no longer care! 

Admittedly, the shirt didn’t help: a skull and crossbones advertising 
the kind of piracy that many feared had swept through ACCUTE 
since Halifax overthrew Ottawa.  And they have reason to worry.  
Word on the street is that Patterson is planning a reconnaissance 
mission to Halifax to, ahem, “watch the workings in the ACCUTE 
Office.”  The Enquirer will be watching him, to be sure.  We’ve 
already sent word to the Bluenose not to let him come on board. 

 

ACUTE UNDRESS! 
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You asked us, we told you…. 
The Oreo cookie was developed and produced by Nabisco, an American 
company, in February 1912 at its Chelsea factory in New York City (now Chelsea 
Market). It was created mainly to target the Alberta market, whose biscuits were 
seen by Nabisco to be too 'ordinary,’ but it also addressed itself to the Halifax 
ACCUTE office. Originally, Oreo was mound-shaped and available in two flavors; 
lemon meringue and cream. More flavors have since been developed, but one 
principle remains intact: it never comes in vanilla.  In America, Oreos were sold for 
30 cents a pound in novel tin cans with glass tops, which allowed customers to see 
the cookies.  Now anyone can see them, provided they have Internet Explorer and 
an AdultPass  A newer design for the cookie was introduced in 1916, and as the 
cream filling was by far the more popular of the two available flavors, Nabisco 
discontinued production of the lemon meringue filling during the 1920s.  The most 
recent Oreo, invented in 2008 and pictured on the left, has kept the mound shape 
but has extended the range of flavors to include gin and Beaujolais.        
(information modified from Wikipedia, the source of all truth)  
 

 

 

New President Found, Worse 

for Wear. Earl ier we reported fears 
that Heather Murray, new ACCUTE 
president, had gone walkies.  We’ve 
f inally located her (pic r ight) emerging 
l ike Venus from a martini glass. 

 
Famous 80s Pop 
Stars Show up at 
ACCUTE  

 
 
 
Federation Media Darling Caitlyn Kealy (shown on right) arrived at the 
ACCUTE Ball escorting a mysterious but strangely familiar couple.  Kealy 
kept the identity of the pair secret for most of the evening, hinting only that 
they began a notorious career together at the Memorial University of 
Newfoundland.   

Only later did  
 
FAMOUS DENIALS 

What the ACCUTE Office claims it  
didn’t do to hold on to power for 2 
years… 

 
S Bruhm denies that 
he demanded 
appall ing levels of 
obedience from 
ACCUTE executive. 

 
 

 

slightly tipsy socialite 
Lisa Vargo (left) reveal 
the couple’s identity.  
They are, in fact, the 
once famous notorious 
80s singing duo, Milli 
Vanilli, in town for a gig 
at an east-end 
Vancouver motor 
lodge.  While Milli 
(pictured on left) did 
admit that much had 
changed in the 
Grammy-award 
winning pair’s career 
(a change that 
included the addition of 
perky bosoms s/he 
was delighted to sport), 
it was still about the 
music.  Vanilli (centre) 
agreed, although ref-
used to comment on 
whether that gorgeous 
Hawaiian shirt was 
going to show up in the 
act.  MV can be caught 
at the Shattered 
Chicken Motor Inn until 
July 2. 

K Macfarlane de-
nies that surgery 
was necessary to 
get into new 
dress. 

 

Sadly, some images 
need no caption… 
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President’s Column:  A Tale 
of Two Cities  
Steven Bruhm 
 

  
Steven Bruhm  

 

The two cities in question are, of course, 
Vancouver and Halifax, as both are looming 
very large on the ACCUTE landscape this 
month.  Vancouver was the site of the 
Congress of the Federation of Humanities 
and Social Sciences, while Halifax prepares 
to put the ACCUTE paperwork into a box 
and ship it away.  In the next two pages, I’ll 
say more about each event. 
 
The ACCUTE conference was quite literally 
the best of times (and with that I’ll stop 
belaboring the Dickens).  Over 380 people 
registered to hear some 270 papers, attend 
a number of social events, and connect or 
reconnect with other people in the 
Association.  My personal sense that we had 
very strong papers on the programme was 
confirmed by the feedback we received in 
the hallways outside session rooms: the 
conference, we were told, produced some 
fabulous papers with rich discussion 
periods.  Most sessions were well attended, 
and the presence of joint- and member-
organized panels assured a range of 
interests that complemented the papers 
received from the general call. There was 
nothing but rave reviews for both plenary 
addresses: Lee Edelman’s “Learning 
Nothing: Bad Education” and Tony 
Dawson’s “The Shakespearean Close-up: 
Reflections on Embodied Meaning” gave 
members intense, theoretically 
sophisticated, yet lucid and engaging 
readings of individual texts whose 
significance went far beyond the borders of 
those texts.  Both Edelman and Dawson 
were remarkable in question period; their 
generosity and engagement with their 
audience were models of the plenary format. 
 
And finally, if you’ve looked at the first three 
pages of this newsletter, you have a sense  

 

of the ACCUTE party and the (incriminating) 
social life that ensued.  This was only one of a 
number of social events where naughty met 
nice, and in my estimation gave a lot of 
energy to beleaguered academics.  Thanks, 
then, to all of you who submitted or delivered 
papers, who vetted proposals, who organized 
or chaired sessions, or who engaged in any 
other way in the putting together of the 
conference.  Special thanks to Alexander Dick 
and the team of students at UBC for their 
coordination “on the ground.”  They saved us 
in more than one difficult situation, and we 
really appreciate it. 
 
The Vancouver Congress saw some 
movement in the roll of the Executive. 
Katherine Acheson has completed her three-
year term as member at large; Erin Wunker 
has finished as Graduate Student Caucus 
President (and right on time: minutes before 
Congress, “Dr.” Wunker successfully 
defended her dissertation at the University of 
Calgary, so congratulations, Erin!); Tobi 
Kozakewich completed her two-year term as 
Sessional Representative (which was after 
two years as ACCUTE’s invaluable 
Coordinator in the Ottawa office); and Susan 
Rudy leaves her ex officio position as CACE 
President.  I want to thank all three of these 
women for their energy and commitment to 
ACCUTE and its members at all levels of the 
profession.  We then welcomed their 
replacements: Nicola Nixon joins the 
executive as the new member at large; 
Michael Brisbois takes over the reigns of the 
GSC; Sarah Humphreys will be the new 
Sessional Rep; and Eleanor Ty comes on as 
the new chair of CACE.  Welcome to all four 
of you.  And finally, the most dramatic change 
to the ACCUTE administration is the move 
from Halifax to Toronto, but more on that 
anon. 
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              ACCUTE Newsletter  

 

Any major issues discussed in the 
Executive meetings and at the AGM 
will come to you through the reports in 
this newsletter.  The President’s 
Report contained nothing startlingly 
new.  We are still awaiting word for 
the Federation on a possible service 
provider for on-line membership, we 
continue to work closely with ESC to 
ensure the journal’s and the 
association’s financial health, and we 
keep working on ways to make the 
conference a rich and varied 
experience.  Heather Murray and 
Craig Patterson are assembling a 
team to staff the new ACCUTE Office 
at the University of Toronto, and have 
received the generous support of 
Heather’s chair, Brian Corman, and 
other administrative levels at U of T.  
The Toronto office, like the office here 
at Mount St. Vincent, will continue to 
streamline ways of communicating to 
the membership, taking advantage of 
whatever technology can offer them.  
So as always, keep watching this 
space for news and developments, 
only with a different presidential name 
attached. 
 
I’ll not sign off before issuing heartfelt 
thanks to a lot of people at Mount St. 
Vincent and the ACCUTE Office.  
MSVU brought ACCUTE to its 
campus in 2006 even though it didn’t 
have very many resources to house or 
support the organization.  I thank the 
administration and the department of 
English for giving us the support it did 
during times of institutional belt-
tightening (which is all the time, I 
know!).  Working within tight 
circumstances could sometimes be  

difficult, but what didn’t kill us made us 
stronger. The person most likely to 
encounter these restricted resources was 
Johanne Jell, our Coordinator, who met—
nay, surpassed—the challenges with 
good honor, dedication, and 
professionalism. Many of you have 
spoken to me personally about how great 
she’s been, and I second the sentiment: 
Johanne, thanks for all you’ve done for 
the organization, the office, and for me 
personally.  Thanks too to Allison Moore, 
Crystal Vaughan, and Lynne Evans who 
have worked in various capacities in the 
ACCUTE Office and at Congress over the 
past two years.  We appreciate your 
willingness to learn the ropes of the 
association, to commit your time to its 
well-being, and to talk us down off the 
ledge when we were feeling pressured.  
And finally, the organization moving from 
the east coast to Toronto would not enjoy 
anything close to its current health were it 
not for Karen Macfarlane.  Karen has 
worked tirelessly on the day-to-day details 
of ACCUTE while always keeping the big 
picture of intellectual exchange in view.  
Her commitment to flare as well as to 
precision and integrity is infectious; we all 
owe her much.  It has been an honor to 
work beside her, Johanne, and the rest of 
the staff over the past few years.   
 
Together with the excellent advice and 
support of the executive, I think we have 
been able to cultivate what was already a 
verdant field. 
 
And with that, I toss the ball to Heather, 
Craig, and the Toronto team, wishing 
them all the best. 
 

President’s Column, continued 
 

“Heather Murray 
and Craig 
Patterson are 
assembling a team 
to staff the new 
ACCUTE Office at 
the University of 
Toronto” 
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Journal Management 
 
A few major changes on the editorial team: Cecily Devereux has moved over from Managing Editor to Submissions Editor 
(where she joins Mark Simpson in that capacity and like him has proven herself very adept at handling hopeful 
contributions), and Julie Rak has stepped in to fill the Managing Editor’s position. Julie has spent the year tidying up ESC’s 
accounts received and institutional subscription systems, with the result that we now have a much better handle on both our 
finances and the serving of our institutional clientele. Rob Appleford has joined us as Reviews Editor, and has been busy 
clearing up the backlog of received and in process reviews. Rob has been only selectively soliciting new reviews since 
joining us, as ESC has been trying to catch up on the glut of reviews produced by the previous two Reviews Editors—and 
we’re almost there. Brad Bucknell continues in the position of Digital Production Editor, where he has been particularly 
focused on streamlining our dealings with digital aggregators and maintaining our website, ESC Digital at 
www.arts.ualberta.ca/~ESC. With the resignation of Financial Manager Robert Merrett, Mike O’Driscoll is now doing double 
duty as both Editor and Financial Manager. 
 
As ESC conducted a major replenishment of its Editorial Advisory Board in 2007, no changes were made to the EAB this 
year. We will, however, go through a renewal process in the coming year. Thanks to all of our continuing board members. 
 

Managing Editor’s Report (Julie Rak) 
 
Submissions 
The transition to OJS online submissions began in June 2007 and was finalized by October 31, 2007—after some initial 
glitches, people who submitted material online did very well with the system and appreciated getting quick messages back 
about the status of their submissions.  Submissions for this period are significantly higher than they were at this time last 
year, a reflection of the call to submit issued by ACCUTE and by the transition to OJS, which has made the process much 
easier than it was.  The category “Canadian” predominated as per usual, with “American” excluding works on Modernism as 
a distant second.  
  
Submissions Received June 1, 2007-May 30, 2008  44   
Submissions Received June 1, 2006-May 30, 2007  25 
 
Primary Categories for Submissions 
Canadian      14 31.8%   
American (excluding Modernism)     6 13.6% 
Modernism (British and American)     3  6.8% 
18th Century        3  6.8% 
Critical Theory                    3  6.8% 
British (contemporary)                   2  4.5% 
Romantic        2  4.5% 
Gender           2  4.5% 
Cultural Studies                    1  2.2%   
Victorian        1   .. 
Early Modern        1   .. 
Aboriginal (pan-national)      1   .. 
Eco-Criticism        1   .. 
Medieval        1   .. 
Queer         1   .. 
Japanese        1   .. 
German        1   .. 
 

ACCUTE   Newsletter 

ESC  Report  
Michael O’Driscoll 
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ESC  Report, continued 
 
Acceptances 
Acceptance rates are calculated from June 1, 2007 to May 30, 2008 and do not include articles where revisions are 
expected but not yet received. The rate is calculated from articles accepted, articles rejected, and articles in ASR 
(Accept with Specific Revisions). Please note that submission statistics do not exactly match acceptance rates, since 
the journey from submission to a publishing decision cannot match the same calendar periods. I estimate that 
acceptance times were a little slower this year because of the OJS transition (8 months on average), but that the OJS 
reviewing process, which is online, will make reviewing much faster. I anticipate a much faster turnaround time for 
2008-2009.  
 
Articles accepted  7 
Articles rejected              16 
Articles in revision  15   (ASR) 
Articles under review 34 
Total   72 
Acceptance rate  18% 
 
Financials and Shipping 
This year, I assumed responsibility for keeping the institutional shipping database up-to-date and I worked with 
Johanne Jell of ACCUTE on keeping the membership database current. I also began to track, with invoice numbers, 
the payments ESC received for publishing royalties, permissions and back issues. The result is that ESC is much more 
efficient at handling new institutional subscriptions, claims and returns, and is better able to understand problems with 
shipping copies to ACCUTE members and institutional clients. My prediction is that as ESC goes open-access 
institutional orders will decrease, while revenue from hits in the Project Muse database will increase. The decision by 
the ACCUTE membership to continue to produce paper copies of ESC is still the greatest cost and (for me as 
Managing Editor) the most labour-intensive aspect of running the journal in its present form.  
 
Production: Publication Record 
During the production year, ESC published an entire volume: 32.1-4. 
 
32.1 ESC Special Issue on Guilt, Edited by Joel Faflak. 8 peer-reviewed articles. 
 
32.2-3 Double Issue. Reader’s Forum by Stephen Slemon with 7 pieces, 4 peer- 

reviewed articles, 3 ACCUTE Plenary presentations, 1 Interreview, 2 review articles, 17 book reviews 
 

            32.4    Reader’s Forum by Julie Rak with 5 pieces, 8 peer-reviewed articles, 1 review article, 11 book 
reviews. 

 
            Totals:  20 peer-reviewed articles 
  12 Reader’s Forum pieces plus 2 introductions 
  3 review articles 
  1 Interreview 
  3 plenary presentations 
  36 book reviews  
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Further Production Details 
 
ESC will have met its full quota of production for the year, with 32.1 and 32.2-3 already in our 
readers’ hands, and 32.4 due to be mailed out in the coming week. The details can be found in our 
managing editor’s report, but a few highlights include the following: Readers’ Forums on “Why do I 
have to write like that?” (Ed. Stephen Slemon) and on “Popular Culture and the Culture of Research 
Funding” (Ed. Julie Rak); a special contribution from author Camille Gibb; three articles from the 
2006 ACCUTE Plenary on “Biography/Responsibility”; and an “Inter-review” by Brad Bucknell and 
Linda Hutcheon. 
 
Our special issue on “Guilt,” 32.1, guest edited by Joel Faflak (U. of Western Ontario) was a real 
moment of pride and has been extremely well received, and we’re pleased to announce that two 
further special issues are already in process. Issue 33.1 on “Poetry/Sound/Event” (Eds. Louis 
Cabri, Aaron Levy, and Peter Quartermain) will be in your mailboxes by late summer and will 
include a compact disc featuring sound files related to the articles. Issue 34.1 on “Skin” (Ed. Julia 
Emberley) is due for production in June, 2009, and is already well underway.  
 
Dissemination 
 
As promised, ESC implemented its move to the Open Journals System (OJS), where we now make 
the journal available on an Open Access basis with a six month moving wall. You can visit the OJS 
site at http://ejournals.library.ualberta.ca/index.php/ESC. Our intention is to use earmarked SSHRC 
funds in the next competition round that will allow us to improve the look of the site. 
 
ESC continues to be available through four other digital aggregators: Proquest, Gale, EBSCO, and 
Project Muse. Brad Bucknell, our Digital Production Editor, has streamlined our communications 
with these providers, and everything is going well in that regard. Indeed, Project Muse has proven a 
real success story. Usage statistics show that ESC articles were downloaded on average 659 times 
per month between January and April, 2008, which represents a noteworthy interest in the journal 
worldwide, and real exposure for the journal’s contributors and their work. This partnership also has 
financial implications. ESC received approximately $2,700 dollars from Project Muse for 2007, and 
they’ve projected a revenue of almost $10,000 for 2008. That increase reflects the fact that we were 
online only for the second half of 2007, but also that our usage rates have doubled over the last 
several months. 
 
Special Initiatives 
 
In order to facilitate its peer-review process, ESC’s Research Assistants produced a database of all 
continuing faculty members in fifty-seven of Canada’s English Departments. The database, which is 
integrated into the OJS system, has made much easier the process of locating readers for the 
journal. 
 
ESC pledged $100 to a special initiative launched by the Canadian Association of Learned Journals 
that will seek a legal opinion on the matter of digitizing back issues. The purpose of the fund is to 
pay a qualified person to review the law and submit a formal opinion. This opinion gives journals 
some surety in acting in that it is a formal legal opinion and hence anticipates any hypothetical court 
decision. The total cost of such an opinion will be approximately $5,000.  
 
 
 

ACCUTE   Newsletter 

ESC  Report, continued 
 

 

“Our special 
issue on 
“Guilt,” 32.1, 
guest edited 
by Joel Faflak 
(U. of Western 
Ontario) was a 
real moment of 
pride and has 
been 
extremely well 
received” 
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While Congress has an overall 
theme, ACCUTE is always 
interested in strong proposals on 
any aspect of English studies, so 
please consider submitting 
something in response to this 
general call.  Individual papers 
emerging from members’ work in 
diverse fields always dominate the 
Congress program.  You may 
submit only one proposal and, to 
have your proposal considered for 
possible inclusion in the ACCUTE 
program, you must be a current 
member in ACCUTE. 

All proposals that receive two 
positive readers’ reports are 
automatically included in the 
ACCUTE program.  Our challenge 
is then to match the accepted 
papers with each other with a view 
to shaping coherent and engaging 
panels.  ACCUTE is not a specialist 
society; we are aiming to create a 
cohesive program that takes into 
account the breadth of our 
members’ interests and activities. 

                    ACCUTE   Newsletter 

  ESC  Report, continued 
 

 
 
ESC made successful application to the University of Alberta’s Scholarly Journal Fund for 
$2300. The money is earmarked for the compact disc to be included in the forthcoming special 
issue on Sound/Poetry/Event. 
 
ESC is strategizing around an application to the University of Alberta’s Special Initiative Fund 
that would see an influx of money that could allow us to increase our production rate and 
address the lag-time in our production schedule. We are currently about seventeen months 
behind schedule, having produced the December 2006 issue just this month. The editorial 
team has expressed a willingness to commit more time to such an undertaking, but doing so 
would require additional funds.  
 
The new round of SSHRC competitions is just getting underway, with an application deadline 
of June 30, 2008. The new funding formula devised by SSHRC will adversely affect some 
academic journals, but in ESC’s case we’ll actually benefit greatly. We expect to see our 
SSHRC funding increase at least threefold. The results of that competition will be known in 
October 2008, with the first installment to arrive in April, 2009. It is worth noting, however, that 
this will prove to be a turbulent time for SSHRC dependant journals given changes both to 
policy and to an enlarged pool of eligible applicants. With that in mind, we’ll be focusing our 
efforts in the coming month on producing the best application package possible. 
 
Financial Matters 
 
ESC’s finances remain precarious (please see attached statement and budget), but we have 
instituted a number of measures to mitigate those circumstances, including the above 
mentioned review of institutional subscriptions, revisions to our mailing process, and a change 
in printer services.  
 
In response to its new fee structure, ACCUTE has begun the process of increasing its 
subvention to ESC. Because the changes have yet to have a substantial impact on the 
ACCUTE coffers, the annual payment for 2008 showed only a modest increase over previous 
years (about $400 more than we would have received under the old agreement), but we’re 
hoping for an additional installment once the annual Congress-inspired upswing in 
membership occurs, followed by full implementation for the annual payment in January, 2009. 
This matter remains to be discussed with the ACCUTE Executive. 
 
As forecasted at the last AGM (at which we projected a $25,000 shortfall for this year), our 
reserve funds are being rapidly depleted, and we expect to see those dwindle to almost 
nothing with the publication of 33.1 this summer. As a result, ESC will be almost wholly 
dependent on a second 2008 installment of funds from ACCUTE in order to maintain 
production at our current rate.  
 
On the brighter side, increased funding from ACCUTE, the new SSHRC formula, and 
burgeoning royalties from Project Muse could well combine to get ESC back on sound 
financial footing in 2009. There is, truly, a light at the end of the tunnel, and as our budget 
forecast indicates, we expect ESC to have weathered this difficult period. Meanwhile, the 
really fabulous work done by the ESC Editorial Team and the journal’s contributors continues 
to well serve the ACCUTE membership and our increasing international audience. 
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ESC Financial Statement 

July 2007 – June 2008 
Volume 32.1-4 

 
Income 
 
ACCUTE Subvention January 2008  = $8,000.00 
Reprint Fees     = $2,220.60 
Royalties (including Project Muse)  = $6,849.07 
SSHRC Grant (April 1 2008)   = $7,840.00 
Institutional Subscriptions   = $5,427.45 
Back Issues     = $250.00 
 
Total Income     = $30,587.12 
 
Expenses 
 
Printing Service    = $35861.42 
Mailing Service    = $978.59 
Cost of mailing issues    = $7,383.05 
Typesetting (2650 X 4)   = $10,600.00 
Cover Photographs    = $150.00 
General Postage    = $913.34 
Supplies & Materials    = $103.79 
CALJ Membership    = $170.00 
 
Total Expenses    = $56,160.19 
 
Total Shortfall    = $25,573.07 
 
Shortfall was addressed by drawing on combination of existing funds at beginning of production year 
and by cashing our reserve GIC valued at $22,037.72. 
 
Current Accounts Balance 
 
SSHRC Account    = $3,295.39 
ESC Operating Account   = $3,782.66 
BMO Account     = $2,634.06 
 
Total Current Accounts Balance  = $9712.11 
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ESC PROJECTED BUDGET 

2008-09 
VOLUME 33.1-4 

 
 
Projected Revenue 
 
ACCUTE Subvention January 2009  = $24,850.001 
Reprint Fees     = $2,200.00 
Royalties     = $4,100.00 
SSHRC Grant (April 1 2009)   = $23,700.001 
Institutional Subscriptions   = $5,400.00 
Project Muse Royalties   = $9,844.921 
 
Current Account Balance   = $9712.11 
 
Total Available Funds   = $79,807.03 
 
 
Projected Expenses 
 
Expect figures similar to Volume 32 = $52,247.32 
 
 
Projected Balance 
 
After production of 33.1-4   = $27,559.71 
 
 
Please note: while this looks extremely positive, this is an ideal scenario and there are a number of 
contingencies that need to be taken into account. The bulk of these payments (ACCUTE, SSHRC, Project 
Muse totaling approx. $58,000) will not arrive until well into 2009, thus leaving the journal without 
sufficient operating funds until that point in time. Furthermore, the unknown results of the SSHRC 
competition, the health of the ACCUTE coffers, and the variability of our other revenue sources make this 
projection highly suspect.  
 
Should ESC find itself with a substantial surplus, the funds would be used to speed up our production 
process and bring the journal’s publication schedule back in line with the current calendar year. We would 
at the same time like to restore our contingency fund and protect the future viability of the journal. 
_______________________________ 
1 Based on current membership of 710 at rate of $35.00 per member. Due January, 2009. 
1 Based on new SSHRC formula of $850 per article (22 articles per year), plus $5000 in first copy 
allowance. Due April, 2009. 
1 Based on Project Muse Royalty Estimate for 2008. Due March, 2009. 
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Priestley Prize Award 
 

The winner of this year’s F.E.L. Priestley Prize for the best 
article in ESC is Andrew Burke, of the University of 

Winnipeg.  His essay, “‘Do you smell fumes?,’: Health, 
Hygiene, and Suburban Life,” was published in English 

Studies in Canada 32 (4), 2006, 147-68. 
Congratulations, Andrew! 

 

 

REMINDER 
 

Attention Organizers of Joint Sessions and Member-Organized 
Sessions for ACCUTE’s 2009 conference at Carlton University! 

 
The deadline for submitting calls for papers is approaching! 

 
Be sure to have your calls in to the ACCUTE office by August 

15, 2008. 
 

Please check the ACCUTE website <accute.ca> mid July 2008 
for the new ACCUTE email address. 
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   Secretary-Treasurer’s Report 
   Karen Macfarlane 

Campus Representatives Meeting 
 

The annual meeting of the Campus Representatives was very well attended and very productive.  
 

I brought three things to the meeting on behalf of the ACCUTE office: 
 

a) Membership:  This has historically been one of the responsibilities of the campus representatives 
and the discussion focused on the ways in which the past methods to recruit new members, to 
remind current/lapsed members to renew, the dissemination of information about the association 
could be effected in English departments across the country. Suggestions included traditional 
methods such as putting posters and/or membership forms on bulletin boards and into mailboxes as 
well as strategies like forwarding information (for example, the September newsletter which contains 
the Conference Call for Papers) electronically to members of departments.  

 
b) Vettors: We discussed the importance of vettors in the preparation of the conference programme 

and, in particular, the difficulty that we (the office) had with getting some proposals vetted. We were 
looking for suggestions for how we could encourage members to vet papers. This topic really was 
the one took up most of our time and I think that a number of really interesting suggestions and 
insights came out of the discussion. First, the participants in the meeting agreed that ACCUTE’s 
rigorous vetting process is one of the things that makes participation in this conference so valuable, 
particularly for junior faculty and graduate students. With this in mind, the participants suggested a 
number of ways that the office could continue to have each proposal double blind vetted by 
members: It was recommended that the ACCUTE office send requests for vetting out earlier than 
they were sent out this year. I admitted that the we were, indeed, later than we would have liked in 
getting the requests out this year (because of Steven’s and my teaching loads, this turned out to be 
unavoidable), and acknowledged that the ideal time to send out the requests is before the 
December break. Another suggestion was that we include a box on the membership form that 
people can tick if they agree to be vettors. We agreed that this wouldn’t mean that people who didn’t 
tick the box wouldn’t be contacted, but it would give us a solid base of willing members from which 
to start. This brought us back to the question of recruiting members, especially more senior 
members, who would be qualified to vet proposals. Another suggestion for which there was a lot of 
support was that the question of vetting be the topic for a professional concerns panel next year. 
The discussion that ensued made it clear that the session could raise  interesting questions about 
how we discuss knowledge, how we assess and consider academic work, the value of peer review 
in the profession, etc..  

 
c) Conference:  people seem generally satisfied, if not downright happy about the ways in which 

panels at this year’s conference were put together to create conversations between traditional (that 
is, national, generic, period) areas.  One participant suggested that the conference include m ore 
variety in the format of sessions (roundtables, etc). It was acknowledged that this year’s programme 
had more of this sort of session than previous years and that this should be continued. 

 
d) Website: I asked about the website and everyone was very happy with it. 

 
e) One Campus Representative had (very industriously!) surveyed her colleagues to see what they 

thought ACCUTE could do for them. The responses included some points that had been already 
been addressed in the meeting as well as questions of perceptions of élitism in ACCUTE, questions 
of bullying in the workplace, and concerns generally about the “dumbing down” of our courses and 
the implications that this will have for the profession.  
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1. Membership and Database 
 

The membership database has been an ongoing struggle and Johanne has worked incredibly hard to bring it up to date. 
Our concerns were not only with making sure that members’ addresses were up to date (incorrect addresses cost ESC a 
lot of money) but also with making sure that our database (finally!) reflects only current members. It’s important that the 
database accurately reflect these numbers for financial reasons. First, because ESC produces and distributes the journal 
based on our membership lists, second, because both the subvention that we pay to ESC and the dues that we pay to the 
CFHSS are based on membership numbers.  
 
As reported at last year’s AGM, the ACCUTE database’s ability to display numbers (as opposed to text) accurately was 
corrupted at some point in the transfer from Ottawa and this resulted in some renewal dates being almost indecipherable. 
We sorted through this (often through old-fashioned paperwork!) to discover that there were people included on the 
database whose memberships were three and occasionally more, years out of date. Some of these had been kept on the 
books because of the slowdown in the production of ESC a few years ago. But now everyone who should have issues of 
the journal has them and therefore the number of members reported here is up to date. So while the table below seems to 
suggest that the membership numbers are down, they are, in fact, up from last year: 483 expired memberships were 
deleted from the database, which accounts for the seeming decline in the numbers, but the fact is that if you add that 
number the 483 expired members) to the number of current members (the 746 listed below) the total would be1229. So 
our current membership of 746 (and growing: our numbers are 810 as I write this) is healthy indeed. And to make the news 
even more heartening, we have had 113 new members join since last year’s Congress, which is the sign of a vigorous 
association! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2. Change in Fee Structure 

 
Perhaps the most important thing to report for this year is the change in fee structure. We worked very hard to come up 
with a fair and equitable fee structure that would work well for both ACCUTE and for ESC. We presented a number of 
alternative structures to the executive who provided thoughtful responses and decided on the model that we then 
presented to the membership. The transition to the new fee structure went smoothly, and we will be able to provide ESC 
with the benefit of the changes very soon.  

 
3. Financial Report 

 
I will only provide a few comments on the financial report included below. As you can see, the bank account is healthy. 
There are, of course, still bills to pay including conference expenses, CFHSS dues, the second subvention to ESC, office 
expenses, including Johanne’s salary to July1, the Priestley Prize, and member donations to the Federation. On the “in” 
side, we’ll be receiving the money left over from Congress from the Federation and, of course, membership renewals. So 
even with the projected expenditures, I’m optimistic that when we turn the books and the accounts over to Heather and 
Craig that it will give them a solid base from which to work.  
 

 

Secretary-Treasurer’s Report, continued 

ACCUTE Membership Table 
Category                      May 2005                      May 2006                      May 2007                      May 2008 
Regular 505 476 502 417 
Retired 31 37 43 27 
Graduate/Postdoc 296 294 335 243 
Underemployed 
(Sessional) 

187 180 186 55 

Other 6 4 10 4 
Total 1025 991 1076 746 

      
     Number of expired members deleted from database May 2008 = 483  
                                                                                                             746 
                                                                                                           1229 
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ACCUTE FINANCIAL REPORT  
2007 – 2008 

 
 May 31, 2006 April 30, 2007 April 30, 2008 
REVENUE    
Membership            $43,707.00            $18,080.30         $45,916.60 
      Mem. Donation                  500.00 
SSHRC (travel)              14,953.69              13,493.00           13,493.00 
CFHSS    
     Rebate                4,360.50                5,970.45            6,553.58 
     Outreach                1,000.00                1,000.00            1,000.00 
Other                      41.021                    190.175                  10.349 

Balance Fwd              22,318.51              27,218.94        $30,490.19 
TOTAL REVENUE            $86,380.72            $65,952.86        $97,963.71 
    
EXPENDITURES    
SSHRC (travel)              13,326.81 **          12,562.88 
ESC                 9,409.96  
Priestley Prize                 500.00 
Executive                  5,184.532 3591.716             9,327.2210 

Conference                     100.00             2,173.3411 
Salary, Benefits              22,427.61               14,644.00         18,000.00 
Plenary Expenses                 1,150.483               4,464.7212 

CFHSS                6,375.00                6,375.00           6,375.00 
   (Mbr. Donations)                   270.00                   690.00  
Office Expenses                    604.864                     649.127              534.54 
Printing                1,166.49              1,268.1813 

Other                   346.04                        2.888                  35.5614 

TOTAL 
EXPENDITURES 

           $50,851.82            $35,462.67      $55,241.44 

NET BALANCE            $35,528.90            $30,490.19      $42,722.27 
 
1   Received from the Canadian Copyright Agency. 
2   Travel and lodging for executive, Congress 2005 
3   Plenary travel accommodation 2005 Congress 
4   Exec. conference calls Aug 2005 and Mar 2006 $362.53 and $242.33 Office supplies 
5   Includes CETA & CLSG and BMO interest 
6   Exec travel and accommodation, Saskatoon 2007 
7   Includes $203.27 office supplies; $363.48 photocopying; 82.43 U of O Tel charges 
8   BMO Service Charges 
9   BMO Interest 
10 Exec travel - $4,300.31 2007 Congress; $5,026.91 2008 Congress  
11 2007 Congress Expenses 
12 2007 Congress Plenary Honorarium, Travel, Accommodation 
13 2007 Programme printing 
14 BMO Service Charges 
** SSHRC Travel – Paid by Ottawa  
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Secretary-Treasurer’s Report, continued 
 
On a final, and personal, note I’d just like to thank the ACCUTE members for their support over these past two years. As 
most of you know, running ACCUTE and planning the conference is both an incredibly rewarding experience and an 
incredibly exhausting one. Notes of support from members have buoyed us up during the times when student papers were 
piling up, classes needed to be taught and ACCUTE duties called. Thanks for those notes: they really meant a lot! Working 
with Johanne and Steven really made this all happen. We were a really cohesive (if sometimes bitchy!) team. Johanne is 
professional and energetic and just wonderful to work with: she was always willing to work around our crazy schedules and 
it was a gift to know that I could trust her so completely with everything! Thanks, Johanne, for all of the hard work: only you 
really know how much you put in but trust me, many of us suspect and appreciate it!  Steven has been a tireless advocate 
for ACCUTE, for ESC and for the profession and, again, so much of what he has done has gone unheralded (most 
because he was working until the wee sma’ hours when the rest of us had the sense to be in bed!). I can’t imagine having 
been able to work this hard, this long or this well with anyone else. Steven, your patience, your good humour, your insight 
into the profession have all made running ACCUTE a positive experience. What made it a truly rewarding experience was 
your friendship and support and your unerring ability to say the right thing at exactly the right time (Missy meltdowns 
notwithstanding).  Okay, enough sappiness….read the reports and I’ll see all of you next year when I’m a “civilian” again!  
 
 

 

CACE 
 

Welcome to the new CACE Executive 
 

President - Eleanor Ty  (Wilfrid Laurier) 
Vice President - Mary O’Connor (McMaster) 

Secretary - Patricia Rigg (Acadia) 
 

Special thanks to Cameron Louis (Regina) who has completed his term as 
Secretary. 

We all appreciate his hard work. 
 

The results of this year's hiring survey will be released at the beginning of shortly. 
Please check the CACE website for results  

<http://www.chairsofenglish.ca/surveys.cfm>. Alternatively, the results will be 
published in the September 2008 ACCUTE Newsletter. 

 

   ACCUTE   Newsletter 
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   Professional Concerns Committee Report 
   Stephen Guy-Bray 
 

There was only one Professional Concerns session at the 
Congress in 2008. Erin Wunker (GSC President) organized 
a session on collaboration, which I think is an important 
issue that effects people at all stages and levels of our 
profession. Erin succeeded brilliantly. I also asked my 
colleague Alex Dick to organize a session “The professor 
as expert”. He was not able to get a panel together in time, 
but I plan to pursue this issue as professional expertise is 
something that universities are increasingly interested in 
marking. At my university, for example, professors serve as 
expert witnesses quite often (and sometimes as 
defendants). 
 
One area of concern that came up this year in discussions 
was the preference—sometimes real, sometimes 
perceived—of Canadian universities to prefer to hire 
candidates with American doctorates. 

I don’t quite see how this would work as a panel, but 
this issue will not go away and I think that ACCUTE 
needs to think about how to deal with it. 

My other duty for ACCUTE this year was to chair the 
Priestley Prize committee. Teresa Heffernan of St. 
Mary’s University and Mary Helen McMurran of the 
University of Western Ontario kindly consented to be 
on the committee. We were impressed with the quality 
of volume 32 in general, which was a pleasure to read. 
Although there were many strong contenders, we all 
agreed that the best article of the year was “‘Do you 
smell fumes?:’ Health Hygiene, and Suburban Life” by 
Andrew Burke of the University of Winnipeg. This essay 
is a perceptive analysis of Todd Haynes’s film [Safe]; it 
is at once theoretically sophisticated and contextually 
rich. On behalf of the committee, I congratulate Dr. 
Burke. 
 

Report from the Sessional Representative 
Tobi Kozakewich 
 
The ACCUTE conference at Congress 2008 included on 
its program the first panel on sessional concerns in 
several years.  This panel, entitled “Seasonal Labourers:  
Part-Time Professors in the Academic Hierarchy,” drew 
an audience of a dozen-odd conference delegates and 
featured two provocative papers.   
 
The first of these, Linda Morra’s “‘Going Over to the Dark 
Side – or is that Going from the Dark Side?’:  The 
Question of Academic ‘Community,’” took as its starting 
premise the budgetary reality many departments across 
the country face with respect to their sessional 
instructors.  Rather than conceding that a lack of funds 
excuses departments from generous treatment of 
contract instructors, however, Morra identified a myriad of 
ways that administrators and full-time faculty could help 
validate the work and experience of part-time professors.  
Stressing the need to recognize the contributions made 
by diverse members of our present-day academic 
communities, she insisted that members of the Academy 
move away from discourses of shame and 
embarrassment vis-à-vis sessional instructors.  She also 
suggested some practical steps departments and faculty 
could take to ameliorate the glass ceiling that divides 
contract from tenured or tenure-track employees; among 
them, collaborative research projects between full and 
contract faculty members. 
 

The second paper, presented in absentia in film form, was 
Sara Humphrey’s polemical “Limited Term Appointment or 
Liminal Term Appointment?”  Rather than conceding that 
budgetary constraints are a material reality many 
departments must not only face but accept, Humphreys 
argued that, while LTAs and short-term contracts can help 
departments continue to function on a short-term basis, any 
move to institutionalize such positions – to incorporate them 
as a new component in an ever-changing Academy in the 
long term – will inevitably result in the eradication of tenure.  
Citing Britain’s universities as a recent case study of how 
easily tenure can fall by the wayside, Humphreys painted a 
picture of academic life in Canada’s not-too-distant future in 
which the dark spots blot out not the contract workers who 
are at the bottom of the academic hierarchy today, but rather, 
the tenured positions of the future and the academic freedom 
that such positions were designed to protect. 
 
Finally, as my term as Sessional Representative has come to 
an end, I am happy to report that Sara Humphreys will take 
over from me in this capacity.  Having previously served on 
the ACCUTE Executive as an active graduate student 
representative, she will, I am sure, bring experience, 
intelligence, and vigour to this position.  You can look to hear 
from her in the September Newsletter, but if you have any 
pressing questions or concerns in the meantime, you may 
contact her at sarahumphreys@trentu.ca. 
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are updated on the ACCUTE website as they 

come into our offices. 
Check 

 http://www.ACCUTE.ca/Job List.htm 
for the most up-to-date job postings! 
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GSC President’s Report 
Erin Wunker 
 
Greetings! Over the last year the Graduate Student 
Caucus has been busy. After a year’s hiatus the 
Information Committee completed our annual 
survey of graduate life in Canada. The report is 
published here and will be archived on the GSC 
webpage. Thanks to Richard Cassidy, Becky 
Hardie, Rob Zacharias, and Ryan Stephenson who 
made up the survey collective. Thanks, too, to all of 
the campus reps who participated in gathering this 
information. 
 
At the Annual GSC meeting last month the Caucus 
voted to change the survey to a bi-annual affair. In 
the off years the GSC Executive will review 
questions and refine them in an effort to continue to 
provide you with the most relevant information 
possible. The Caucus also voted to discontinue the 
Yahoo-Groups list in favour of creating a GSC 
Facebook group, which will allow us to post to one 
another in a more current and useful forum. Look 
for it in the coming months! 
 

This year at Congress the GSC co-sponsored two 
functions: the Professional Concerns Committee panel on 
collaboration, and the first-ever Intellectual Speed “Dating” 
event. The PCC panel was once again a huge success—so 
much so that we needed to move to a larger room to 
accommodate the audience! The Intellectual Speed 
“Dating” event, generously supported by ACCUTE, CACE, 
CFS, and organized in cooperation with the Exploring 
Graduate Collaboration Working Group, was well attended. 
Graduate students from eight different universities met one 
another and discussed their work. Hopefully this is an event 
that will continue in following years! Thanks to Richard 
Cassidy, Emily Carr, Rob Zacharias, and TL Cowan for 
making this innovative event happen. 
 
This is my last missive as GSC President, and I want to 
take the time to thank you all for allowing me the privilege 
of working on your behalf. I am succeeded by Michael 
Brisbois of the University of Calgary. Welcome Michael! 
 
2008 GSC Survey can be downloaded at  
<http://www.accute.ca/GSC.htm#survey>. 
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News of Members 

Mark Blagrave's (Mount Alison) first novel was published 
by Cormorant Books in May. “Silver Salts”, set in Saint 
John, New Brunswick, and Hollywood in the early 1900s, 
is the story of a young woman's struggle to control her 
voice and her image in an age when mass destruction, 
mass production, and mechanical reporoduction threaten 
to make that impossible. 
 
Two books featuring work by Brandon University faculty 
members have been selected to receive ForeWord 
Magazine Book of the Year Awards as part of the 
magazine’s Tenth Annual celebration of independently 
published books. Watermelon Syrup (Wilfrid Laurier 
University Press), co-written by Annie Jacobsen, Jane 
Finlay-Young and BU Canada Research Chair in 
Literature and Creative Writing Dr. Di Brandt has 
received the Gold Award for General Fiction, while 
Essential Song, Three Decades of Northern Cree Music 
(Wilfrid Laurier University Press), by Dr. Lynn Whidden, 
a Professor in the Brandon University Northern Teachers 
Education Program (BUNTEP), received the Bronze 
Award for music. 
 
Steven Bruhm (MSVU) is leaving Mount St. Vincent to 
join the English Department at the University of Western 
Ontario.  As of 1 July 2008 his new position will be as 
Robert and Ruth Lumsden Professor of English.  He can 
be reached at sbruhm2@uwo.ca, except for matters 
pertaining to the ACCUTE presidency.  From that he has 
been sprung. 
 
Diana Brydon (Manitoba) has co-edited “Renegotiating 
Community: Interdisciplinary Perspectives, Global 
Contexts” (Vancouver: UBC Press, 2008), with William 
D.Coleman (McMaster). 
 
The Early Canadian Literature Society is now online. 
Though in its infancy, the site is intended to become a 
major online resource for researchers, teachers, and 
students. Check it out at www.earlycanlit.ca 
 
Carole Gerson (SFU)  The Association for Canadian and 
Quebec Literatures (ACQL) is pleased to award the 
Gabrielle Roy Prize (English section), which each year 
honours the best work of literary criticism published in 
English, to Carole Gerson (SFU) and Jacques Michon, 
for History of the Book in Canada (1918-1980) published 
by the University of Toronto Press. 
 

Susan Gingell (Saskatchewan) With lots of crucial 
help from colleagues Kevin Flynn, Neal McLeod, Brent 
Nelson, Ella Ophir, Wendy Roy, and Robin Waugh; 
University of Saskatchewan Humanities and Fine Arts 
Digital Research Centre Director Jon Bath, and 
graduate students Azalea Barrieses, Natasha Beeds, 
 Bethany Guenther, Michael Hancock, Amelia 
Horsburgh, Holly Luhning, Emily Morris, Kristen 
Warder, and Martin Winquist, Susan Gingell has 
organized "The Oral, the Written, and Other Verbal 
Media" Interfaces and Audiences" conference 
(https://ocs.usask.ca/theoral) and the related festival of 
oral performance, eVOCative 
(https://ocs.usask.ca/evocative) to take place June 19-
21st in Saskatoon. It's the first international, cross-
disciplinary, trans-historical conference on the subject, 
and participants have disciplinary backgrounds in 
everything from anthropology, communications, drama, 
history, film, French literature, linguistics, music, native 
studies, and theology to English.  
 
Susan was also invited to speak at the Fifth 
International Dub Poetry festival in Hamilton, and at the 
Louise Bennett conference in Kingston, Jamaica over 
the past year. 
 
Sherrill Grace (UBC) has been awarded this year's 
Killam Prize in Humanities. The Killam Prize is 
Canada's most distinguished annual award for 
outstanding career achievements in engineering, 
natural sciences, humanities, social sciences and 
health sciences, and is administered by the Canada 
Council for the Arts. Dr. Grace has also just published 
“Making Theatre: A Life of Sharon Pollock.” 
 
Stephen Guy-Bray (UBC) is the co-editor (with Vin 
Nardizzi of the University of British Columbia and Will 
Stockton of Ball State University) of Backward Gaze: 
Essays in Queer Renaissance Historiography, 
forthcoming from Ashgate in 2009.  
 
Philip Holden's (National University of Singapore) new 
book “Autobiography and Decolonization: Modernity, 
Masculinity, and the Nation-State” was published by 
University of Wisconsin Press in June 2008. 
 

    ACCUTE   Newsletter 
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News of Members, continued 
Renée  Hulan (St. Mary’s) and Renate Eigenbrod 
(Manitoba), eds. Aboriginal Oral Traditions: Theory, 
Practice, Ethics. Winnipeg and Halifax: Fernwood 
Publishing with the Gorsebrook Research Institute, 2008. 
 
This compilation of essays came out of a conference on 
Aboriginal Oral raditions at the Gorsebrook Research 
Institute in Halifax in April 2005, and, although only 
relatively few contributions to this rich conference made it 
into the book, a certain emphasis on Aboriginal peoples 
on the east coast (not too often included in scholarship 
on Aboriginal topics) is kept in this collection with essays 
by curator Stephen Augustine, scholar Andrea Bear 
Nicholas, filmmaker Catherine Martin and artist Alan 
Syliboy. Regarding the overall theme of Aboriginal oral 
traditions, theory, practice and ethics are addressed by 
drawing attention to the layering of oral-written voices 
and multi-disciplinary contexts ranging from literature and 
performance art to court cases and intellectual property 
rights issues.  
 
Reinhold Kramer (Brandon) has just published Mordecai 
Richler:  Leaving St. Urbain, the first full literary biography 
of  Richler, with McGill-Queen's University Press. 
 
Krista Lysack (UWO) “Come Buy, Come Buy: Shopping 
and the Culture of Consumption in Victorian Women's 
Writing”. Ohio University Press, 2008. 
 
Mary Novik is a new member of ACCUTE and attended 
her first conference in June 2008. An instructor  at 
Langara College in Vancouver for many years, she 
recently retired to write full-time. Mary's debut novel 
Conceit, about the family of the poet John Donne, was 
published by Doubleday Canada in Fall 2007 and will 
come out in paperback in July 2008 (ISBN 978-0-385-
66206-2). Called “a magnificent novel of seventeenth-
century London” (Globe and Mail) and “the book that 
critics have been drooling over” (Ottawa Citizen), it was 
chosen as a book of the year for 2007 by both Quill & 
Quire and The Globe and Mail. Conceit was longlisted for 
the Giller Prize and won the Ethel Wilson Fiction Award. 
More information about Conceit, highlights from reviews, 
and 17th-century backgrounds can be found at 
http://www.marynovik.com  Instructors who wish to 
consider Conceit as a course text may request an 
examination copy at academictype@randomhouse.ca or 
905-624-0672 (academic department). Details at 
http://www.randomhouse.ca/academictype  Mary is 
available for readings and may be e-mailed from the 
contact page on her website. 
 

Elizabeth Sabiston’s (York University) book, Private 
Sphere to World Stage from Austen to Eliot, has just 
been published by Ashgate (May 2008). Emily 
Dickinson’s poem, “This is my letter to the World/ 
That never wrote to Me--,” opens the Introduction, 
which focuses on the near anonymity of nineteenth-
century women novelists. Close readings of works by 
five British novelists—Jane Austen, Charlotte and 
Emily Brontë, Elizabeth Gaskell and George Eliot—
offer persuasive accounts of the ways in which 
women used stealth tactics to outmaneuver their 
detractors. Chapters examine the “hidden manifesto” 
in Austen’s works, whose imaginative heroines 
defend women’s writing; the lasting impact of Jane 
Eyre, with its modest heroine who takes up the pen to 
tell her own story, even on male writers outside the 
English tradition; Cathy’s testament as the “ghost-
text” of Wuthering Heights; and the shifting gender 
roles in Daniel Deronda.with its silenced heroine and 
androgynous hero. Though the focus is on British 
novelists, Sabiston’s discussion of the Anglo-
American connections in the factory novels of 
Elizabeth Gaskell and the slavery writings of Harriet 
Beecher Stowe has particular relevance for its 
demonstration of how the move from the private to 
the public sphere enables and even compels the 
blurring of national and ethnic boundaries. What 
emerges is a compelling argument for the relevance 
of these novelists to the emergence in our own time 
of hitherto-silenced female voices around the globe. 
 
Paul Stevens (U of T) has just finished his term as 
the President of the Milton Society of America and a 
year as visiting research fellow at All Souls College, 
Oxford. In his absence this year’s Canada Milton 
Seminar was run by Elizabeth Harvey. Next year’s 
CMS V will be held on 25 April 2009 at Victoria 
College, Toronto. Professor Stevens was also the 
winner of the 2007 Northrop Frye Award for 
Excellence in Research and Teaching and has two 
co-edited collections coming out in the next few 
months: Early Modern Nationalism and Milton’s 
England, co-edited with David Loewenstein, is due 
out from the University of Toronto Press in 
September and Milton in America, co-edited with 
Patricia Simmons, is due out as a special issue of 
University of Toronto Quarterly in August. 
 
  
. 
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Call for Contributions to Essay Collection 
The Bonds of Sentiment: 

Affect and Abolitionism in the Transatlantic Enlightenment 
 
With its emphasis on benevolent sympathy, sentimentalism gave moral and rhetorical force to movements for 
the relief of poverty, for penal reform, for abolition. Yet the sentimentalist tendency to stress the primacy of 
affective bonds and to aestheticize suffering often served to efface the power imbalances that marked relations 
between the affluent and the poor, the employer and the servant, the master and the slave. Essays sought for a 
collection that will explore this paradox at the heart of the culture of sentimentality that shaped society on both 
sides of the Atlantic in the eighteenth century. 
 
A number of scholars have recently identified the institution of slavery as a particularly vexed site where the 
ideals of sentimentalism come up against the realities of social life, where the sentimental worldview can lead to 
complacency and hypocrisy, and yet perhaps allow readers to identify intensely with injustice and begin to 
effect political change. This collection seeks to further investigate the politics of sentiment by considering: 
 
• Theories of sympathy – philosophical treatises; periodical essays. 
What are the dynamics of power in play at the site of suffering? What is the relation of the spectator to the 
spectacle of the body in pain? How do theorists of sympathy reconcile self to other in a society driven by 
acquisitive individualism, and governed by a mercantile system whose brutal logic is nowhere more apparent 
than in the institution of chattel slavery? 
 
• Case studies – slave narratives; slave owner journals, letters; news accounts; abolitionist or 
pro-slavery speeches, sermons, pamphlets. How is the rhetoric of affective excess used to describe the 
conditions of enslavement, the master-slave relation, the subjectivity of the slave? Does the relentless tendency 
to sentimentalize experience work to critique or to reinforce the institutions of slavery and the slave trade? 
 
• Literary representations – antislavery poems, ballads, hymns; novels and plays featuring the Middle Passage, 
plantation life, manumission. What rhetorical strategies do fictional representations deploy in depicting the 
realities of 
the life of the slave, either as particularized individual or as figurative construct? 
 
An academic press has expressed initial interest in this collection, and a number of contributions have already 
been solicited. Additional essays are sought to round out the volume; comparatist and interdisciplinary 
perspectives are particularly welcome. 
 
Please email abstract (250–300 words) and brief cv as attachments in Word or .rtf format by 30 August 2008. 
 
Professor Stephen Ahern 
Department of English 
Acadia University 
stephen.ahern@acadiau.ca 
 

Calls for Papers 

                       ACCUTE   Newsletter 
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Call for Submissions 
Canadian Literature 

 
In recognition of Vancouver 2010 <http://www.vancouver2010.com/>, the Winter Olympics and Paralympics, /Canadian 
Literature/ proposes to publish a special issue devoted to “Canadian Literature and Sport.” We welcome any submissions that 
embrace the two elements of this topic. An Olympic or winter sport connection is not essential. Some topics might include: 
 
   * the narrative of particular team games as they structure novels, 
     stories, plays, and poems 
   * sports heroes and antiheroes, past and present in Canadian writing 
   * gendered, ethnic, cultural, and racial aspects of sports as 
     articulated in Canadian imaginative writing 
   * the poetics and languages of curling, cricket, synchronized 
     swimming, etc. 
   * games and sports in First Nations cultures and writing 
   * athletics in general, or a specific sport, as a source of metaphor 
   * performance studies as they bear on sports 
   * literary interpretation of women in sports 
 
Papers on sports other than hockey are particularly encouraged. We must find one publishable essay on soccer (aka football) or 
the issue will be abandoned. We also welcome original   submissions of creative non-fiction, poetry, or short short fiction on 
related themes. 
 
   * Extended Submission Deadline: September 1, 2008 
   * Tentative Publication Date: Spring  2010 
 
 Call for Submissions 

Canadian Literature and TransCanada Institute 
 
ACCUTE members Smaro Kamboureli and Paul Danyluk from the TransCanada Institute would like to announce the following: 
 
Canadian Literature and TransCanada Institute (U of Guelph) invite submissions for a special issue on the various shifts 
Canadian literature has undergone as an institution. How does the destabilization of the “national” myth as a result of 
transnational forces and globalization affect Canadian literature as a viable category of critical investigation and teaching? What 
are the politics that inform and shape the production of knowledge in the area of Canadian literature? How can we articulate the 
problematics of Canadian literature as a discipline or area study? Such questions as "is Canada post-colonial?" intersect with 
formulations such as "multicultural citizenship," "white civility," or "recovering Canada" in ways that require new mappings of this 
shifting field. In this context, how do such area studies as First Nations literature, Asian Canadian literature or other diasporic 
literatures in Canada inflect Canadian literature as an institution?  
 
We invite submissions that critically examine the disciplinary and institutional frameworks within which Canadian literature is 
produced, disseminated, and taught from an interdisciplinary perspective. 
 
Submission Deadline: September 1, 2008 
 
Please submit your paper to: 
 
Canadian Literature 
UBC - Buchanan E158  
1866 Main Mall  
Vancouver, BC   V6T 1Z1 
 
Please visit Canadian Literature’s website for specific submission guidelines before sending.  
<http://www.canlit.ca/submissions-guidelines.php> 
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Mosaic 
 

a journal for the interdisciplinary study of literature 
 

ANNOUNCES 
 
 

CALL FOR SUBMISSIONS – SCULPTURE 
(Material must be received by January, 15, 2009.) 

According to Hegel, since it transforms mere stone or wood into the human figure, sculpture constitutes the 
proper centre of classical art, and is at best complemented by poetry. What has happened that enables Arthur 
Danto to suggest that sculpture is postmodernism’s privileged form? Mosaic invites submissions that relate 
contemporary sculpture to literature and literary-critical theory, considering such topics as: sculpturality, 
citationality, movement, body, surface, hybridity, animality, voice, writing, duration, memory, narrative, texture, 
history, architecture, colour, clothing, life. Please visit our website for a full description of our submission 
guidelines. www.umanitoba.ca/mosaic 

 
FORTHCOMING IN 2009 – a special issue SOUND 

From “Listening to Multi-vocality in George Elliott Clarke’s Jazz Opera, Québécité,” to “Resonances of Echo: 
A Derridean Allegory,” this issue moves into the new area of sound studies, with multidisciplinary essays on: 
rhythm, time, body as sound matter, deaf poetics, sonic texts, stand-up comedy, poetry, psychoanalysis, aural 
archive, auditory imagination, desire, queer politics, sight, sounds of national identification. 

 
41.3 September 2008 – a special issue ANTIGONE 

Marking a return to tragedy that is taking place in contemporary literary and critical theory, this issue centres 
on the figure and the play, Antigone. In addition to essays on finitude, community, law, and ethics in 
Sophocles’s play, and a review of recent Antigone scholarship, the issue includes a partial translation of 
Leopoldo Marechal’s Antígona Vélez, work on Ariel Dorfman’s fiction, Marco Bellocchio’s Devil in the Flesh, 
and Brontë’s Wuthering Heights. 
 

 
Mosaic, a journal for the interdisciplinary study of literature 
University of Manitoba, 208 Tier Building 
Winnipeg, Manitoba, R3T 2N2, Canada 
Tel: 204-474-9763, Fax: 204-474-7584 
Email: Mosaic_Journal@umanitoba.ca 
Orders: www.umanitoba.ca/mosaic 
Email: MosaicJournal_Orders@umanitoba.ca 
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Victorian Review is pleased to announce its upcoming Fall 2008 issue on Victorian Myth and 
Classical Literature. This special issue, guest edited by Catherine Maxwell (University of 
London), is lovingly dedicated to the memory of Margot K. Louis, who died of cancer on 28 
August 2007.  
 
This collection celebrates Margot's principal interests: the poet Algernon Charles Swinburne 
(1837-1909), mentioned in many of the essays in this issue; the interconnected topics of 
literary influence and the literary tradition; and the more general topic of classical myth and 
Victorian literature. It includes essays on the use of classical myth in the works of D.G. 
Rossetti, Simeon Solomon, Algernon Charles Swinburne, John Addington Symonds, and 
Walter Pater.  
  
To subscribe, see our website: http://web.uvic.ca/victorianreview/. 
 

 
Call for Proposals 

TransCanada 3: Literature, Institutions, Citizenship 
 

Mount Allison University, Sackville, New Brunswick 
July 16-19, 2009 

 
 
 
Keynote speakers: Marie Battiste (Sask), Roy Miki (SFU), and Fransçois Paré (Waterloo) 
 
Rountable plenary speakers: Jack Butler & Ruby Arngna’naaq, Sakej Youngblood Henderson (Sask), 
Katherine McKittrick (Queen’s), Catriona Mortimer-Sandilands (York), Donna Pennee (Western), Julie Rak 
(Alberta), Laurie Ricou (UBC), and Diana Taylor (New York) 
 
Literary authors: Triny Finlay, George Elliot Clarke, and Herménégilde Chiasson 
 
The organizing committee invites proposals of up to 300 words for 20-minute individual papers, panel 
proposals, or artistic presentations on the following themes: 
   

First Nations: Treaty Rights and Justice in the Anglo-French history of Canada 
Acadia: Exile and Return 
Diasporas, Transnationalism / Transculturalism 
Radical and Transformative Methodologies and Pedagogies 
Hemispheric Studies  
Affective Geographies 
Ecology and Mobility 

 
TransCanada Three will again feature a special doctoral students’ plenary session.  Doctoral students who 
would like to be considered for this session should include a one-page dissertation abstract with their paper 
proposal.   
 
Deadline for abstracts: August 15, 2008 / Notification of acceptance: Late October 2008 
Submission address:   transcan@uoguelph.ca, or 
   TransCanada 3 

TransCanada Institute, 9 University Ave. E 
   University of Guelph, ON  N1G 1M8 
 
Organizing Committee: Co-chairs Smaro Kamboureli (Guelph) and Christl Verduyn (Mount Allison), along with 
John Corr, Paul Danyluk, Kit Dobson, Kit Dobson, Jade Ferguson, Len Findlay, Cory Lavender, Ashok Mathur, 
Andrew Nurse, and Robert Zacharias.  
 
For information on the first two TransCanada conferences, or on the TransCanada Institute, please go to our 
website: www.transcanadas.ca.  
 
 
 

   ACCUTE   Newsletter 



 22 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                    ACCUTE   Newsletter 
                                                                                                 ACCUTE Executive Members  

Steven Bruhm, President and  
Representative to the CFHSS  
English Dept.,  
Mount St. Vincent University  
Halifax, NS  B3M 2J6  
steven.bruhm@msvu.ca  
(902) 457-6179  
  
Karen Macfarlane, Secretary-Treasurer  
English Dept.,  
Mount St. Vincent University  
Halifax, NS  B3M 2J6  
karen.macfarlane@msvu.ca  
(902)457-6727  
  
Tobi Kozakewich,  
Sessional Representative  
English Dept., University of Ottawa  
70 Laurier Ave. E.  
Ottawa, Ont. K1N 6N5  
kozakewich@rogers.com  
  
Erin Wunker, President of the Graduate  
Student Caucus  
English Dept., University of Calgary  
Social Sciences Tower, 11th floor  
2500 University Drive  
Calgary, Alberta, T2N 1N4  
eewunker@ucalgary.ca  
  
Michael O'Driscoll, Editor,   
English Studies in Canada  
English Dept., University of Alberta  
3-5 Humanities Centre  
Edmonton, AB  T6G 2E5  
michael.odriscoll@ualberta.ca  
  
Susan Rudy, President of CACE  
English Dept.,  
Social Sciences Tower, 11th floor  
2500 University Drive  
Calgary, Alberta, T2N 1N4  
srudy@ucalgary.ca 

Heather Murray, President Elect  
English Dept., 
University of Toronto  
Victoria College, 115, Wymilwood  
7 King's College Circle  
Toronto, Ontario,   
Canada M5S 3K1  
heather.murray@utoronto.ca  
(416) 585 4492  
  
Stephen Guy-Bray, Member-at-Large   
English Dept.,  
University of British Columbia  
397 - 1873 East Mall  
(Buchanan Tower)  
Vancouver, BC  V6T 1Z1  
guybray@interchange.ubc.ca  
(604) 822 0881  
  
Katherine Acheson, Member-at-Large  
English Dept.,  
University of Waterloo  
200 University Ave. W.  
Waterloo, Ont. N2L 1G3  
(519) 888-4567  
koa@watarts.uwaterloo.ca  
  
Paul Stevens, Member-at-Large  
English Dept., 
University of Toronto  
7 Kingʼs College Circle  
Toronto, Ont. M5S 3K1  
paul.stevens@utoronto.ca  
(416) 946-3685  
 



 23 

 � Renewing Member  � New Member  
 
Please print clearly 
Member’s Name: 
Institution:  
ESC Delivery Address (Institution Address preferable): 

 

Postal Code:  
Phone(work):                                                             (home): 
Fax:                                                                           Email: 
 

Professional Designation:   

 Professor Associate Professor       Assistant Professor          College Professor 
 Sessional Graduate Student             Post-doctoral Fellow        Instructor 
 Retired Faculty Other (Please specify):    
 
Languages: 
Main Area of Specialization: 
Additional Areas: 
Authors:  
 

Do you want to join any of ACCUTE’s discussion groups? 
 YES, I want to become a member of the ACCUTE discussion group!   
 YES, I want to become a member of the ACCUTE sessionals’ discussion group!  
 YES, I want to become a member of the ACCUTE graduate students’ discussion group!  
 
Individual Membership Fees: 

Please 
Check   

Annual Earnings for 
Category 

Individual Fee 
for Category 

 Up to $20,000/year $40 
 $20,001-$45,000   60 
 $45,001-$60,000   80 
 $60,001-$75,000 100 
 $75,001–$90,000    110 
 $90,001-$120,000   125 
 $120,001 and over 135 
 Optional donation to the 

Canadian Federation for the 
Humanities and Social Sciences 

    5 

 Total Membership fees  
 
 
 

  

 
Please return the completed Membership Form along with a cheque (payable to ACCUTE) to: 

 ACCUTE, c/o Department of English, University of Toronto, 
  170 St. George St., Toronto, ON M5R 2M8 

ACCUTE 2008 Individual Membership Form  
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  Renewing Member   New Member  
 
Please print clearly 
Member’s Name: 
Institution:  
ESC Delivery Address (Institution Address preferable): 

 

Postal Code:  
Phone(work):                                                             (home): 
Fax:                                                                          Email: 
 
Professional Designation:   

 Professor  Associate Professor  Assistant Professor   College Pr 
 Sessional  Graduate Student  Post-doctoral Fellow    Instructor 
 Retired Faculty  Other (Please specify):    
 
Languages: 
Main Area of Specialization: 
Additional Areas: 
Authors:  
 
Do you want to join any of ACCUTE’s discussion groups? 
 YES, I want to become a member of the ACCUTE discussion group!   
 YES, I want to become a member of the ACCUTE sessionals’ discussion group!  
 YES, I want to become a member of the ACCUTE graduate students’ discussion group!  
 
Household Membership Fees: 

ACCUTE Annual Household Membership 
Number of 
Members in 
Category 

Annual Earnings for 
Category 

Individual Fee 
for Category  

Total 

 Up to $20,000/year $ 40  
 $20,001-$45,000        60  
 $45,001-$60,000      80  
 $60,001-$75,000       100  
 $75,001–$90,000     110  
 $90,001-$120,000    125  
 $120,001 and over  135  
Subtotal  (add figures in right-hand column)  
Subtract Price of One Subscription to ESC - $35 
Optional donation to the Canadian Federation for the 
Humanities and Social Sciences 

        +   5 

Total Household Membership  

ACCUTE 2008 Household Membership Form  
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Additional Membership Information 

To Be Completed by Those Applying for Household Memberships 
 
 
 

Member’s Name: 
Institution:  
Delivery Address (including department and campus, if applicable): 

 

Postal Code:  
Phone(work):                                                             (home): 
Fax:                                                                            Email: 
 
Professional Designation:     
Professor Associate Professor             Assistant Professor       College Professor 
Sessional Graduate Student                    Post-doctoral Fellow    Instructor 
Retired Faculty Other (Please specify):  
 
Languages: 
Main Area of Specialization: 
Additional Areas: 
Authors:  
 
Do you want to join any of ACCUTE’s discussion groups? 
 YES, I want to become a member of the ACCUTE discussion group!   
 YES, I want to become a member of the ACCUTE sessionals’ discussion group!  
 YES, I want to become a member of the ACCUTE graduate students’ discussion group!  
 
 
 

Please return the completed Membership Forms along with a cheque (payable to ACCUTE) to: 
ACCUTE, c/o Department of English, University of Toronto, 

  170 St. George St., Toronto, ON M5R 2M8 
               
 
 
 
 




